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Assessm en t  cr i t er ia  

 

Assesm ent  cr iter ia reflects the standards expected for I GCSEs. I t  will therefore not  be 

necessary for candidates to perform  ‘perfect ly’ in order to at t ract  the highest  m arks 

available in each assessm ent  cr iter ia gr id. References to ‘standard’ should be 

interpreted in this context .  

 

Maj o r  er r o r s 

 

These m ay include, for exam ple, the consistent  m ism atching of subject  and verb 

form s, use of inappropriate tenses and/ or incorrect  vocabulary.  

 

Min or  er r o r s 

 

These m ay include, for exam ple, the occasional om ission of accents, incorrect  gender, 

art icle, slight  spelling errors.  

 

Aw ar d in g  m ar k s 

 

Marks are awarded posit ively using the following assessm ent  cr iter ia gr ids. The m ark 

awarded reflects the extent  to which the task as a whole has been successfully 

com m unicated and com pleted. To determ ine if a candidate should fain the upper or 

lower num ber of m arks in the box, it  is im portant  to refer to the boxes and above and 

below. I f the candidate’s peform ance borders m ore on the perform ance of the box 

below than the box above, then the lower m ark is allocated. On certain occasions, a 

candidate’s perform ance m ay require a ‘best  fit ’ m ark. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

1 ( a)  Aliitafuta kofia yake nyeusi kila pahali.  ( 2 )  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

1 ( b )  Je/ walihudhuria hotuba ya rais jana? ( 2 )  
 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

1 ( c)  Mim i huwa napendelea/ nikipendelea kazi ya 

nje kuliko ya ofisini. 

( 2 )  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

1 ( d )  Hatutakiwi kuvaa m avazi yaliyobana kitandani. ( 2 )  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

1 ( e)  Kam a nyote m kij ifunza lugha za kigeni, basi 

sisi hatutaj ifunza. 

( 2 )  

 

 

 

 

  

Quest ion  

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

1  Sen t en ces Test in g  g r am m at ica l  k n ow led g e

  

This part  of the paper is m arked out  of fifteen. 

 

3 m arks per sentence    

  2  X 5  =  1 0  m ar k s  

 

Deduct  ½  m ark for each m inor error.  
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Qu est ion  2  –  Tr an sla t ion  I n t o  Sw ah i l i  

 

Marks are awarded for t ransm ission and qualit y of language, using the following 

assessm ent  cr iter ia gr ids.  

 

Transm ission Mark 

No language worthy of credit .  0 

Only the very basic points are t ransm it ted successfully with som e very 

st raight forward sect ions totally m isunderstood. The style is often 

incom prehensible. Com m unicat ion is frequent ly im paired.  

 

1-3 

Only the m ore st raight forward and concrete points are t ransm it ted 

successfully. Very lit t le or no awareness of nuance and/ or idiom . Several 

sect ions totally m isunderstood. The style is incoherent  with com m unicat ion 

im paired at  t im es.  

 

4-6 

 

The m ain points, usually narrat ive and concrete, are conveyed successfully 

for the m ost  part , although problem s are encountered with m ore com plex 

language. I nference, nuance and idiom  t ransm it ted successfully on 

occasions. Som e passages m isunderstood and at tem pts at  rephrasing only 

part ially successful. The style is not  always coherent .  

 

7-9 

A generally very com petent  rendering of the or iginal text  with grasp of m ost  

detail,  nuance and idiom . Som e passages, usually m ore com plex, 

m isinterpreted. Som e successful at tem pts at  rephrasing. The style is 

generally pleasing.  

10-12 

Excellent  t ransm ission skills with clear grasp of detail.  Excellent  t ransfer of 

inference, nuance and idiom . Pleasant  to read. 
13-15 

 



  

 

 

 

Quality of language Mark 

No language worthy of credit .  0 

A very high incidence of basic error in all aspects of gram m ar, syntax and 

m orphology. Basic lexis and st ructures appropriate to the task are unknown. 

No awareness of tense concept / t im e sequence. Large sect ions totally 

m isunderstood. Com m unicat ion im paired. Very lit t le worthy of credit . 

 

1-2 

Som e inaccuracies in basic gram m ar, although narrat ive sect ions, usually 

short  and st raight forward, are in general correct . Lexis and st ructures 

appropriate to the task rest r icted with som e often quite basic item s 

unknown. At  t im es som e fair ly basic problem s with tense concept / t im e 

sequence. Use of given adject ives and/ or adverbial phrases occasionally 

evident , though these are likely to be only part ially successful. Often quite 

diff icult  to follow.  

 

3-4 

 

Largely accurate when using sim ple, short  phrases:  incidence of error 

increases in m ore com plex language. Lexis and st ructures appropriate to the 

task tend to be adequate, with several item s unknown. Som e use of given 

adject ives and/ or adverbial phrases with som e degree of success. About  half 

of what  is writ ten should be free of m ajor errors. Not  always easy to read. 

 

5-6 

A high level of accuracy overall,  however with occasional basic errors, 

usually in m ore com plex language. Uses a wide range of lexis and st ructures 

appropriate to the task with occasional lapses. Grasp of tense concept / t im e 

sequence generally secure, although occasional lapses are evident . Pleasant  

to read for the m ost  part . 

7-8 

A very high level of accuracy with only m inor errors. Confident  use of a wide 

range of lexis and st ructures appropriate to the task. Excellent  grasp of 

tense concept / t im e sequence. Very pleasant  to read overall,  although not  

necessar ily fault less.  

9-10 

 

 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

2  Kat ika m iaka kum i hivi iliyopita nim ekuwa nikiota 

ndoto inayorudiarudia. Ndotoni hii kwa kawaida 

m im i huwa na watu wengine na huwa nikiwaam bia 

vile m lim a huu fulani huonekana. Miruzi ya jua 

huwa inaupa m wangaza m zuri kabisa. I ngawa sijui 

um o bara ipi au nchi gani, ndoto yangu ya m wisho 

ilionyesha m azingira ya Ulaya. Lakini tena lilikuwa 

ni jam bo la kushtua sana kuona m im ea am bayo 

kawaida huonekana kat ika tabia ya nchi zenye 

joto, kam a vile pam ba, m ananasi, chai, kahawa na 

m akonge, ik ikua vizuri sana hapa pia!  Hebu 

nisim ulie zaidi j uu ya m andhari iliyobakia:  

 

Kilele cha m lim a huu kina ncha nyingi am bazo 

huwa zim ezungukwa na theluj i na jua halitui.  

Mahali hapa huonekana kam a ni karibu na ikweta 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

(kwa sababu ya joto kali la kam a 33° C) . Mara 

nyingi huwa naj iuliza kam a pengine m ahali hapa 

hutum iwa kat ika m chezo wa kuteleza /  m chezo wa 

skii kwenye theluj i.  Madhari /  m azingira inayobaki 

ni ya kijani kibichi na yenye m telem ko lakini m lim a 

wenyewe ni m refu na um ezungukwa na rangi za 

m aj ivu na nyeupe. Upande wa m ashariki ina m situ 

wenye ukungu m zuri na m to m tulivu kat ikat i,bila 

m kondo wa m aj i au m awim bi yo yote. Wakat i 

m wingine m im i huona watoto wadogo 

wakitem beatem bea karibu nao huku wakiongea 

kwa furaha na wakicheza. Kwa upande wa 

kaskazini-m agharibi kuna m ito ya barafu. Lakini 

sijawahi kuona wanyam a wo wote ila tu wakat i 

m m oja am bapo niliiona bot i / ngalawa iliyom beba 

farasi m gonjwa ik itelem ka tarat ibu kuufuata m to. 

Pengine hili ndilo jam bo la pekee la kuhuzunisha 

lililotokea kwenye ndoto yangu tam u ya ajabu.  
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Qu est ion  3 –  Tr an sla t ion  in t o  En g l i sh   

 

Marks are awarded for t ransm ission and qualit y of language, using the following 

assessm ent  cr iter ia gr ids.  

 

Transm ission Mark 

No language worthy of credit .  0 

Only the very basic points are t ransm it ted successfully with som e very 

st raight forward sect ions totally m isunderstood. The style is often 

incom prehensible. Com m unicat ion is frequent ly im paired.  

 

1-3 

Only the m ore st raight forward and concrete points are t ransm it ted 

successfully. Very lit t le or no awareness of nuance and/ or idiom . Several 

sect ions totally m isunderstood. The style is incoherent  with com m unicat ion 

im paired at  t im es.  

 

4-6 

 

The m ain points, usually narrat ive and concrete, are conveyed successfully 

for the m ost  part , although problem s are encountered with m ore com plex 

language. I nference, nuance and idiom  t ransm it ted successfully on 

occasions. Som e passages m isunderstood and at tem pts at  rephrasing only 

part ially successful. The style is not  always coherent .  

 

7-9 

A generally very com petent  rendering of the or iginal text  with grasp of m ost  

detail,  nuance and idiom . Som e passages, usually m ore com plex, 

m isinterpreted. Som e successful at tem pts at  rephrasing. The style is 

generally pleasing.  

10-12 

Excellent  t ransm ission skills with clear grasp of detail.  Excellent  t ransfer of 

inference, nuance and idiom . Pleasant  to read. 
13-15 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Quality of language Mark 

No language worthy of credit .  0 

A very high incidence of basic error in all aspects of gram m ar, syntax and 

m orphology. Basic lexis and st ructures appropriate to the task are unknown. 

No awareness of tense concept / t im e sequence. Large sect ions totally 

m isunderstood. Com m unicat ion im paired. Very lit t le worthy of credit . 

 

1-2 

Som e inaccuracies in basic gram m ar, although narrat ive sect ions, usually 

short  and st raight forward, are in general correct . Lexis and st ructures 

appropriate to the task rest r icted with som e often quite basic item s 

unknown. At  t im es som e fair ly basic problem s with tense concept / t im e 

sequence. Use of given adject ives and/ or adverbial phrases occasionally 

evident , though these are likely to be only part ially successful. Often quite 

diff icult  to follow.  

 

3-4 

 

Largely accurate when using sim ple, short  phrases:  incidence of error 

increases in m ore com plex language. Lexis and st ructures appropriate to the 

task tend to be adequate, with several item s unknown. Som e use of given 

adject ives and/ or adverbial phrases with som e degree of success. About  half 

of what  is writ ten should be free of m ajor errors. Not  always easy to read. 

 

5-6 

A high level of accuracy overall,  however with occasional basic errors, 

usually in m ore com plex language. Uses a wide range of lexis and st ructures 

appropriate to the task with occasional lapses. Grasp of tense concept / t im e 

sequence generally secure, although occasional lapses are evident . Pleasant  

to read for the m ost  part . 

7-8 

A very high level of accuracy with only m inor errors. Confident  use of a wide 

range of lexis and st ructures appropriate to the task. Excellent  grasp of 

tense concept / t im e sequence. Very pleasant  to read overall,  although not  

necessar ily fault less.  

9-10 

 

 

 
Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

3  A website is a place where inform at ion of various kinds is 

left  to be read by certain people. Som e websites need 

perm ission to use them . I t  is possible for som eone to have 

their  own personal blog. Here they could start  personal 

affairs discussions or even cam paigns. This is very 

surprising when we com pare the situat ion in the past ;  

whereby im portant  com m unicat ion was usually only of 

three types. For exam ple visit ing each other, writ ing let ters 

to one another or calling each other on phones. But  these 

days as long as elect r icity is available people are able to 

em ail each other easily at  anyt im e. 

On the other hand websites m ight  be official. These are 

used for business educat ion or even to provide 

entertainm ent . I t  is possible to buy or to sell anything, to 

be educated, or to relax without  leaving your house. Many 

governm ents place inform at ion to at t ract  tourists on their  

websites. Visitors are able to com pare different  count r ies to 

choose those they would like to visit .  Often those that  have 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

visited these parts leave reviews on the websites so as to 

inform  fellow t ravellers their  good or bad encounters. This 

type of co-operat ion causes healthy business com pet it ion. 

As a result  com panies are able to put  as m uch effort  as 

possible so as not  to lose their  custom ers. I t  is easy to see 

why they say that  websites are increasing. 
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Qu est ion  4  –  W r i t in g  ( 3 5  m ar k s)  
 

Marks are awarded for com m u n icat ion  an d  con t en t  and q u al i t y  o f  lan g u ag e ,  

using the following assessm ent  gr id.   
 
 

Com m unicat ion and content  Mark 

No language worthy of credit .  0 

Task generally m isunderstood with lit t le relevant  inform at ion conveyed. 

Much am biguity, confusion and om ission. Level of response m inim al with 

only a few relevant  phrases. Com m unicat ion largely im paired. Tim e 

sequences rarely correct . Largely incom prehensible with the except ion of 

isolated item s. Very difficult  to read.  

 

1-4 

Main points of the task understood but  som e points totally m isunderstood. 

Som e m ajor om issions with a degree of ir relevance and/ or repet it ion. Level 

of response fair ly lim ited with lit t le opinion and just ificat ion appropriate to 

the task. Funct ions predom inant ly in sim ple, concrete sentences for the 

m ost  part . Som e evidence of correct  t im e sequences but  m ost ly 

inconsistent  and insecure. Just  about  com prehensible overall with, 

however, a m arked degree of am biguity.  Not  easy to read. 

 

 5-8 

 

Major ity of task com pleted, however, with som e significant  om issions. 

There m ay be som e irrelevance. Goes beyond a m inim al response with 

som e expansion of ideas and st raight forward opinion relevant  to the task. 

Tim e sequences show a degree of am biguity at  t im es. Com prehensible 

overall with som e at tem pt  to link the piece into a coherent  whole. 

Am biguous in places especially in m ore am bit ious language. Tends to be 

som ewhat  predictable.  

 

9-12 

Responds to near ly all of the task although there m ay be som e om issions. 

Som e relevant  expansion at  t im es. Provides evidence of descript ion, 

narrat ion and opinion as appropriate to the task. Tim e sequences generally 

13-16 



  

sound with occasional lapses. A generally well st ructured piece of writ ing. A 

sound at tem pt  overall to link the piece into a coherent  whole with, 

however, som e lapses. May be a lit t le pedest r ian and predictable or 

som ewhat  over-am bit ious at  t im es.  

Responds fully and appropriately to the st im ulus with excellent  and 

relevant  expansion. Gives detailed descript ions, expresses and just ifies 

opinions as appropriate to the task. The t im e sequence is clear and 

unam biguous. A coherent  piece of writ ing which is pleasant  to read.  

17-20 

 
 
 
 
 

Quality of language Mark 

No language worthy of credit .  0 

A high level of inaccuracy with very frequent  and basic errors in gram m ar, 

syntax and m orphology. There m ay be the occasional correct  phrase. No 

awareness of tense concept / t im e reference. Vocabulary very basic with 

lit t le of no evidence of correct  use of basic st ructures. Com m unicat ion is 

severely im paired overall.  Ext rem ely diff icult  to read. 

 

1-3 

Accuracy is inconsistent  with frequent  basic errors in gram m ar, syntax and 

m orphology. Sim ple, short  sentences are som et im es correct , but  very lit t le 

beyond. Range of vocabulary and st ructure very lim ited. Use of tense 

concept / t im e reference lim ited and often inappropriate. Lim ited success in 

at tem pts at  enhancem ent  of fact  with adject ives and/ or adverbial phrases. 

Not  easy to read.  

 

 4-6 

 

Fair ly accurate in sim ple language, however tends to be inconsistent  in 

applicat ion of gram m ar, syntax and m orphology when at tem pt ing m ore 

com plex language. Range of vocabulary, idiom  and st ructure standard and 

som ewhat  predictable. Som e inconsistency in use of tense concept / t im e 

reference. Som e at tem pts at  subordinat ion and sentence linking which are 

only part ially successful. At tem pts enhancem ent  of fact  with adject ives 

and/ or adverbial phrases with m oderate success. About  half of what  is 

writ ten should be free of m ajor errors. Despite inaccuracies, the basic 

m essage is conveyed.  

 

7-9 

Generally accurate and secure in gram m ar, syntax and m orphology with 

som e lapses. Accuracy less secure when m ore com plex language is 

at tem pted. Uses a good range of vocabulary, idiom  and st ructure, which 

are for the m ost  part  appropriate to the task. At tem pts at  m ore am bit ious 

st ructures not  always successful. Generally a secure grasp of tense 

concept / t im e reference. Manipulates language to suit  the task at  hand, 

however with som e errors. A wide range of vocabulary, idiom  and st ructure 

m ay com pensate for a lower level of accuracy. Generally easy to read 

despite the errors.  

10-12 

Predom inant ly accurate:  free of all but  m inor errors in gram m ar, syntax 

and m orphology. Uses a wide range of vocabulary, idiom  and st ructure 

appropriate to the task with very lit t le or no repet it ion. Excellent  use of 

tense concept / t im e reference. Excellent  exam ples of subordinat ion and 

appropriate use of m ore com plex st ructures. Clear abilit y to m anipulate 

language with a high degree of accuracy to suit  the purpose. Very pleasant  

to read, though not  necessar ily fault less.  

13-15 

 
 
 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 .  Write an essay of up to 250 words in Sw ah i l i  on on e  of the following topics:  

 

(a)  What  do you think of the Olym pic Gam es London 2012? 

Je, unaonaje juu ya m ichezo ya Olim piki London 2012? 

 

(b)  You are asked to help the president  of your count ry for a week. What  im portant  

issues do you think m ust  be addressed to m ake the lives of young people 

bet ter? State your reasons. 

Unaom bwa kum saidia rais wa nchi yako kwa wiki m oja. Ni m am bo gani ya 

m uhim u am bayo unafikir i yanatakiwa yashughulikiwe ili kuyafanya m aisha ya 

vijana bora zaidi? Sem a sababu zako. 

 

(c)  Do you think it  is bet ter to buy second-hand or new goods? 

Je unafikir i ni bora kununua bidhaa zilizotum iwa au bidhaa m pya? 

 

(d)  Write an applicat ion let ter to the head of your prospect ive university. Ment ion 

all your past  achievem ents and why you would like to join that  university. 

Andika barua ya kuom ba nafasi kat ika chuo kikuu am bacho unataraj ia kuenda. 

Taja   m am bo m akuu am bayo um efanikiwa kufanya na ni kwa nini ungependa 

kuj iunga na chuo hicho. 
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